STUDIES  IN  A  MOSQUE.

His keen wit not seldom discomfited the hypocrites
and abashed the scoffers. His career was one long
struggle for a high moral standard and a noble pur-
pose in life. He may well have given the impulse
and direction to the Encyclopaedists, and written some
of the tracts himself. One thing, at least, is clear
about the authors of the work: it is abundantly
shown by internal evidence that they were learned in
all the learning of the time, were well trained in the
Arabian Greek school, and acquainted with the ancient
literature of Persia and India. They knew, too, the
Old and New Testaments well enough to correct the
mistakes of the Koran; and their story of the Messiah
is said to be " the worthiest record of the life of
Jesus that can be met with in Arabic literature.'*
In the critical faculty, indeed, they are singularly
deficient, they admit false books of Aristotle side
by side with true among their authorities; but that
is a general deficiency in the oriental mind. In
training and knowledge these men were well fitted
for the work they undertook.

Dr. Friedrich Dieterici, Professor of Arabic at
Berlin3 has translated this Encyclopaedia, chiefly from
the Paris codex, but with collation of those of Gotha,
Munich, Berlin, and Vienna. A printed text was
published at Calcutta, For the last twenty years
Professor Dieterici has been engaged on this trans-
lation, publishing a volume from time to time as each'
section of the work was completed. In 1858 appeared
his rendering of the fable ("Mensch mid Thier")
appended to the twenty-first Tract of ths Brotherhood